Battles

Good VS. Evil

his Thanksgiving, | reflected

onmy good fortune. Luckily,
thisyear’s bounty was quite
substantial.

Asa“recovering Catholic” my first
inkling was to thank God for my
blessings.

Just as | was about to tele-zap abig
dose of appreciation to the Holy
Father, alist of nasty mishaps crept
into mind. Isthe Big Guy respon-
sible for these too? Hell no! We
have “the devil” to blame for that.

| can see why so many people are
drawn to this*“blame” philosophy.
We are no longer accountable for
anything that happens to us. God
and Satan arein anever-ending

battle, and plotting our every move.
When God tugs a puppet-string one
way, Satan counter-attacks with a
nasty dose of acne or genital warts.

Asmuch as|’d love to passthe
buck for all my foibles, the idea of
being a pawn for good or evil isa

little unnerving. I’d find it more
empowering to steer my own
destiny, thank-you kindly.

When Americawas attacked on
September 11, | was profoundly
saddened. Never before had |

witnessed a mass execution on live
television.

In response, President Bush has
called this a battle “ between good
and evil” and launched amilitary
attack. Meanwhile, in Afghanistan,
Muslim extremists are plotting
their own “holy war” against
American forces.

While each party believesthey
have God’'s backing, what’s ironic
hereis that both sides worship the
same God, derived from Judaism.
Is God fighting himself?

| find al thistalk about good and
evil very reminiscent of Nazi
Germany. Hitler was also perceived
asthe anti-Christ. His acts of



aggression and extermination of the
Jews made him worthy of thistitle.

But was he adevil ?

When historians analyze Hitler's
rise to power, it’s revealed that
draconian measuresin the Treaty of
Versailles completely

birthing the “devil” that attacked
them on September 11. If they truly
want to be accountable and steer
their own destiny, thiskind of
awarenessis essential.

It seems impossible to comprehend
what motivates terrorists. If Ameri-
cans want to win awar
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Similarly, the Americans need to
understand what role they played in
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first key in defeating an
enemy is understanding it.

Carl Jung would probably consider
this a classic opportunity for
Americans to meet their collective

“shadow”. An enlightening and
often painful process.

In the meantime, | pray that the
lessons for both America and
Afghanistan will be learned swiftly,
and with minimal losses.

God bless America; Goddess bless
Afghanistan..
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